Juan de Los Santos (Nate Smith House)
Interviewed by Eric Avalo (2005)

| was born in Santo Domingo, the capital of the Dominican Republic on February 20,
1927. My parents were poor and humble. | was raised in the city and | have a sister
called Milagro (Miracle). My mother and father were called Emilia De la Rosa and Juan
De Rosario. | lived with my family in tranquillity. | always tried to respect my parents. |
did not have many friends, but there were the various guys from the neighborhood,
some of whom | am still friends with today.

| stayed in school until the fifth grade. Sometimes | was misbehaved and got into
trouble with my parents. | have always loved to play baseball. However, when | was
sixteen | had to begin working out of necessity. | married the love of my life, my wife
Josefa Santos. | have six children and the most difficult thing in the world is to raise
children.

All of my life | have worked to support and maintain my family. | am sorry that | spent
all of my life working, but | guess | never thought | would grow old. | have lived here for
many years. Everything is better here in the United States than in the Dominican
Republic. | have always loved to travel and get to know new places. Today, | like to do
a little bit of everything. My favorite season is the fall because it is neither too hot or too
cold, and the trees are so beautiful. | love to play any kind of game. | give thanks to
God that | have my health and my family. My advice to young people is: Learn and
become someone in this life.

Juan de Los Santos (en Espanol)

Naci en Santo Domingo, el capital de la Republica Dominicana el 20 Febrero1927. Mis
padres eran pobres y humildes. Vivi en una familia grande. Me crié en la ciudad y
tengo una hermana que se llama Milagro. Mis padres se llamaron Emilia De la Rosa y
Juan De Rosario. Vivi con mi familia tranquilamente, trate de respetar a ellos siempre.
No tenia muchos amigos pero habian los muchachos de la zona con quien yo jugué y
mantengo relaciones con ellos todavia. Fui a la escuela hasta el quinto grado.

Yo era un nifio caprichoso y a veces me quede en problemas con mis padres. Me
gustaba jugar pelota siempre. Cuando tenia diez y seis anos tenia que trabajar por
necesidad. Me case con el amor de mi vida, mi esposa, Josefa Santos. Tengo seis
hijos y la cosa mas dificil que he hecho en esta vida es criar los nifios. Toda mi vida he
trabajado para mantener los mios.

Lamento que pase mi vida entera trabajando, pero nunca criaba que me iba poner
viejo. He vivido treinta seis anos aqui ahora. Todo aqui es mejor que alla. Siempre me
ha gustado viajar, para conocer un lugar nuevo. Hoy, me gusta hacer de todo un poco.
El otofio es mi preferido tiempo del ano porque no hay demasiado calor ni frid, y los
arboles se ven bonitos. Me encanta jugar, jugar cualquier tipo de juego. Gracias a
Dios, tengo mi salud, y mi familia. Mi consejo los jévenes es que aprendan y



conviértanse en alguien en esta vida.



