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"l was born, long ago in 1923 in the Dominican Republic. The island of the Dominican
Republic is beautiful, rich with natural resources and national treasures. Here, in the
United States, things are different, but good. There are many differences between the
two countries, but the one that stands out the most is that D.R. is tropical and this
countryis climate is varied, and sometimes very cold! My upbringing was more or less
normal, poor, but normal. From the time | was one year old until | was thirteen | lived
with my mother. | grew up in a large family including my mom, my strict aunt and my
ten brothers and sisters. Sometimes | stayed with friends and neighbors. But one day,
at thirteen years old, this boy left for Santo Domingo, the capital!

| loved the life and the energy of a big city. The school in my village was very small, but
when | arrived to the city, the school where | studied was enormous. | loved to play
baseball in the afternoons. | finished up through the seventh grade. | did not succeed in
earning my certificate. | really didnit have much time to play or relax because of all of
my responsibilities. When | finished studying, | went to work.

The best kind of work | ever had was in construction. It made me feel good about
myself, | learned useful skills and | became an expert. | have constructed almost
everything you can imagine. But | have yet to construct a church. The way people build
in this country is very different from the way things are done in my country. Here, in the
U.S., they use wood, and there they use concrete. | did not work very much when |
came to this country, but | have a great deal of experience in the field of construction.

| have had a very good life. | had the opportunity to travel. One time, in 1959, | went to
Luperon and | came to know many people with whom | still have friendships. But my
greatest journey was the trip from my country to Boston. | gained and | lost many
opportunities — it was a trade off. | would like to have been an engineer, or the owner
of my own construction company, but because of economic problems, | was never
able achieve my dream.

Today, my life is pleasant. My greatest achievement is having lived this long! Now, |
just want to recover from my eye operation and | am resting. | like to socialize with my
friends and have a good time. | love the springtime because it is the season during
which | was born and | enjoy watching the flowers bloom. One must follow the path
that God illuminates for us, and studying helps us to achieve more."

Domingo Terrero (en Espaniol)

"Naci en la Republica Dominicana 1923, un siglo pasado. La Republica Dominicana es
una isla bella repleta con tesoros naturales. Aqui, en los Estados Unidos la cosas son
distintas, pero buenas. Hay muchas diferencias, pero la mas aparente es que la
republica es un pais tropical y este un pals variado. Mi crianza fue mas o menos
normal, pobre, pero normal. Desde mi primer afio hasta los trece afios vivla con mi



mama. Me crié en una familia grande con mi mama, una tia muy estriita, y mis diez
hermanos y hermanas. A veces me quede también con los amiguitos y lo vecinos
cuando tenia como siete afos. Pero un dia, un nifio de trece afos, se fue a Santo
Domingo.

Desde muy joven sali para ciudad, la capital de Santo Domingo, a la edad de trece
afios. Me encantaba la vida y la energla de la ciudad. Mi escuela en el campo era
pequena. Pero cuando llegue a la ciudad estudie en una escuela enorme. Me gustaba
jugar baseball en las tardes. Termine hasta el septo grado. No logre obtener mi
certificado. Yo no tenia mucho tiempo para jugar o disfrutar por los deberes. Cuando
termine de escuela empecé a trabajar.

Mi trabajo favorito que he tenido es en la construccion. Le puse mas aprecio y aprendi
con profundidad, convirtiendo me en un experto. Aprendi muchas habilidades utiles y
tengo mucha experiencia. He construido casi todo que uno puede imaginar, de todo,
pero no he hecho una iglesia hasta ahora. La forma de construir aqui en los estados y
en mi pais es muy distinta. Aqui le usan mucha madera y alla usan concreto. No
trabaje tanto aqui pero tengo mucha experiencia en el campo de construccion.

Tuve una buena vida. En mi tiempo aproveche de oportunidades para viajar. Una vez
viaje hasta Luperon, en 1959, y conoci mucha gente con que sigo teniendo amistades.
Pero mi viaje mas grande fue el viaje desde mi pais hasta Boston. Pero también gane y
perdi muchas oportunidades — con lo bueno siempre hay lo malo. Me gustaria haber
sido ingeniero de construccién o duefio de mi propia compafila pero por problemas
econdmicos y circunstancias, nunca lo logre mis esperanzas.

Ahora mi vida es tranquila. Mi mayor éxito es llegar a esta edad! Ya quiero recuperar
de mi operacion de los ojos y estoy descansando. Me gusta socializar con mis amigos
y disfrutar. Me encanta la primavera porque es la estacion en que naci y me gusta
visitar a las flores. Uno tiene que obedecer el camino que dios ilumina y los estudios
nos ayuda salir adelante."



